FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Alexandra Irvine, 409.763.2403
alex@galvestonartscenter.org

KAREN BRASIER-YOUNG: FRAGMENT/ORNAMENT
An Architectural Intervention at the 1878 First National Bank Building

Saturday, June 11, 2011
5to8 pm
Gallery Talk at 5:30 pm

GALVESTON, Texas, May 15, 2011—Galveston Arts Center is pleased to present Karen Brasier-
Young: Fragment/Ornament, a one-night only event at the 1878 First National Bank Building
located at 2127 Strand at 22" Street. The event will take place from 5 to 8 pm during the June
11™ ArtWalk. GAC executive director Alexandra Irvine will lead a gallery talk with the artist at
5:30 pm. The event is free and open to the public.

Combining her interests in architecture and sculpture, Brasier-Young has created a
selection of architectural jewelry intended to serve as ornament to decorate the building. These
embellishments are, in turn, created from fragments of construction materials, including
discarded parquet wood flooring, plastic window blind slats, and lighting fixtures. Her
stylistically modern forms, constructed from contemporary materials, are installed in stark
contrast to the exposed masonry and structural steel, decorating and calling attention to the
beautiful craftsmanship of the historic building. “My training in architecture has interested me
in the objects and elements that create space—primarily materials, scale, structure, and
surface,” writes the artist. “By directly investigating the relationship between art, architecture,
and visual representation, | have created interdisciplinary objects that examine the penetration
of art into all kinds of thinking, cross-referencing the fields of art and architecture.”

Suffering substantial damage caused by Hurricane lke in 2008, the 1878 First National
Bank Building has served as the home of the visual arts in Galveston for over 40 years. In the
three years since the storm, the Galveston Arts Center has raised and spent over $2,000,000
addressing structural issues, refurbishing the original cast iron facade, and making
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improvements that will bring the building into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act. Currently, the interior of the first floor has been stripped down to exposed masonry and
stud walls and plywood subfloor. An additional $1,000,000 will be needed to complete the
renovation of the building and restore it to a functioning non-profit venue for the presentation
of contemporary art.

A native of Galveston, Brasier-Young received a BS in 2007, and MA in 2010, in
architecture from the University of Cincinnati, Ohio. She is currently completing graduate
studies in sculpture at the San Francisco Art Institute. Other architectural interventions of her
work have been mounted at the Clifton Cultural Arts Center in Cincinnati, and Diego Rivera
Gallery in San Francisco. The artist currently lives and works in Houston.

Galveston Arts Center is operating in a temporary downtown gallery space—the site of
the former Maceo’s Spice and Import Company located on the corner of Market and 25"
Streets. The administrative offices are also at this location. The exhibition gallery and selections
from GAC's retail gallery, ArtWorks, are open to the public during the summer Monday through
Sunday, from 11 am to 5 pm. A flyer listing all ArtWalk participants with times and locations can
be downloaded at www.contemporaryartgalveston.org.

SUPPORT AND SPONSORSHIP

Funding for the Galveston Arts Center is provided by the Houston Endowment, Inc., The Brown
Foundation Inc., The City of Galveston Park Board of Trustees through the Hotel Occupancy Tax
Fund, The Meyer Levy Charitable Foundation of The Dallas Foundation, Texas Commission on
the Arts, Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund, Levin Family Foundation, Jack and Annis Bowen
Foundation, Dr. Leon Bromberg Charitable Trust Fund, and the generous support of the
community, an active membership and many volunteers. GAC’s Art for All Education Program is
supported in part by the Alice Taylor Gray Foundation, Harry S. and Isabel C. Cameron
Foundation, Galveston Rotary Foundation, Inc., and the Jr. League of Galveston County’s
Community Assistance Fund.
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